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The future of Persia is also clouded. In the
days before the war she was judged for division
between Great Britain and Russia* During the
war she suffered occasional invasion from Turkey,
and was the bed wherein German and British
propagandist missions hunted one another. The
Russian revolution delivered her from both these
pains: England was left the only power capable
or inclined to help her out of her bankruptcy and
disorder on to the path of decent self-government.
Unfortunately the statesmen of the two countries
took rather a crude view of the situation, and
concluded an agreement open to unfavourable
interpretations, not only in the world outside
(quite ready to take us at our worst), but in Persia
itself. Consequently the advanced elements in
Persia deserted us, and began to look across their
northern frontier for Russian help. This was
forthcoming in minute doses, and they, who
included most of the militant spirits in Persia,
took active measures against us* Our withdrawal
gave them the prestige of a victory, and it seems
possible that Persia will either be united under a
national and unfriendly administration, or dis-
membered as before the war, and fought over by
Russian and British partisans, nominally Persian
subjects.
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